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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-17 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 10 recites the limitation, "The method recited in claim 7 wherein the device 
comprises a digital camera." There is insufficient antecedent basis for "the device" in 
the claim. Further, it is unclear whether "the device" in claim 10 refers to "the user 
device" or "the external device." As best understood by the examiner, "the device" will 
be interpreted as "the user device" for the remainder of this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-2, 4, 7-10, 12, and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chang et al. US 2002/0083121 (hereinafter "Chang"). 

Considering claim 1 , Chang discloses a system for communicating with an 
external device (abstract) comprising: a display (figure 8a-8g; [0041]); a 
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customizable share menu that is displayable on the display and which comprises 
a plurality of selectable icons that respectively correspond to selected tasks or 
actions that may be performed by a user, and which initiate a through connection 
with the external device, and, when selected, cause the selected task or action to 
be performed on the external device in a preprogrammed manner ([0046, 0051 , 
0054] which describes that the information apparatus and output controller are 
pre-configured with fixed functionalities and tasks that are displayed and perform 
operations of external devices; this can be seen as the share menu); wherein the 
external device communicates identifying information to the system that identifies 
the external device and it's capabilities ([0054, 0062, 0065] which describes an 
external device communicates with the information apparatus and output 
controller uploading the make, model, type of device, identification, version, type 
of input language, type of device driver software, and type of services provided), 
and in response, the system configures the share menu according to the 
capabilities of the external device (figure 4a-4c; [0060, 0062] which describes 
when an external device is connected to the information apparatus and output 
controller, the external device will negotiate services and configure its available 
capabilities to the information apparatus and output controller); and wherein, in 
response to selecting one of the one or more selectable icons to perform a 
desired task, the system checks whether the selection that has been made 
matches the capabilities of the connected external device, and if the selection 
matches the external device capabilities, performs the desired task by 
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communicating between the user device and the external device ([0137, 0189] 
which describes after a task is chosen, the output controller will check if the 
external device can perform the appropriate task). 

Considering claims 2 and 10, Chang discloses a digital camera [0045], 
Considering claims 4 and 12, Chang discloses wherein the external device 
comprises a printer (figure 7; [0003]). 

Considering claim 7, Chang discloses configuring a user device to have a 
share menu that is displayable on a display of the user device on a display of the 
user device and which comprises one or more selectable icons that correspond 
to selected tasks or actions that may be performed by a user ([0046, 0051 , 0054] 
which describes that the information apparatus and output controller are pre- 
configured with fixed functionalities and tasks that are displayed and perform 
operations of external devices; this can be seen as the share menu); connecting 
the user device to an external device [0060]; communicating identifying 
information from the external device to the use user device that identifies the 
external device and its capabilities ([0054, 0062, 0065] which describes an 
external device communicates with the information apparatus and output 
controller uploading the make, model, type of device, identification, version, type 
of input language, type of device driver software, and type of services provided); 
configuring the share menu according to the capabilities of the external device 
selecting one of the one or more selectable icons to perform a desired task 
(figure 4a-4c; [0060, 0062] which describes when an external device is 
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connected to the information apparatus and output controller, the external device 
will negotiate services and configure its available capabilities to the information 
apparatus and output controller); checking whether the selection that has made 
matches the capabilities of the connected external device ([0137, 0189] which 
describes after a task is chosen, the output controller will check if the external 
. device can perform the appropriate task); if the selection matches the external 
device capabilities, performing the desired task by communicating between the 
user device and the external device [0137, 0189]. 

Considering claim 8, Chang discloses wherein the step of communicating 
uses a predetermined connection protocol [0050]. 

Considering claim 9, Chang discloses wherein the step of communicating 
uses a file system ([0051] which describes that the communication may include 
messages, objects, models, or procedural calls). 

Considering claim 15, Chang discloses a system for communicating with 
an external device (abstract) comprising: a display (figure 8a-8g; [0041]); 
customizable displayable sharing means that is presentable on the display and 
which comprises a plurality of selectable icons that respectively correspond to 
selected tasks or actions that may be performed by a user, for initiating a through 
connection with the external device, and for causing a selected task or action to 
be performed on the external device in a preprogrammed manner ([0046, 0051, 
0054] which describes that the information apparatus and output controller are 
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pre-configured with fixed functionalities and tasks that are displayed and perform 
operations of external devices; this can be seen as the share menu). 

Considering claim 16, Chang discloses wherein the external device and its 
capabilities, and in response, the system configures the share menu according to 
the capabilities of the external device (figure 4a-4c; [0060, 0062] which describes 
when an external device is connected to the information apparatus and output 
controller, the external device will negotiate services and configure its available 
capabilities to the information apparatus and output controller). 

Considering claim 17, Chang disclose wherein, in response to selecting 
one of the one or more selectable icons to perform a desired task, the system 
checks whether the selection that has been made matches the capabilities of the 
connected external device, and if the selection matches the external device 
capabilities, performs the desired task by communicating between the user 
device and the external device ([0137, 0189] which describes after a task is 
chosen, the output controller will check if the external device can perform the 
appropriate task). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 3, 5-6, 11, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable oyer Chang in view of Kikugawa US 2003/0189644 (hereinafter 
"Kikugawa"). 

Considering claims 3 and 1 1 , Chang fails to disclose wherein the tasks are 
selected from a group consisting of printing, e-mailing, archiving, and 
downloading data from the system. 

Kikugawa discloses printing and archiving [0057], which reads on the 
tasks are selected from a group consisting of printing, e-mailing, archiving, and 
downloading data from the system. 

Therefore, it should have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Chang by selecting the tasks from a group 
consisting of printing, e-mailing, archiving, and downloading data from the 
system as disclosed by Kikugawa in order to expand the functionality of Chang's 
system, by giving the user other available types of tasks. 

Considering claims 5 and 13, Chang fails to disclose wherein the external 
device comprises a computer. 

Kikugawa discloses the external device comprises a computer [0057]. 

Therefore, it should have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Chang by having an external device as a 
computer disclosed by Kikugawa in order to expand the functionality of Chang's 
system by using a plurality of different equipment including a computer, thereby 
enabling archiving of images. 
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Considering claims 6 and 14, Chang fails to disclose wherein the external 
equipment comprises a wireless telephone. 

Kikugawa discloses the external equipment comprises a wireless 
telephone [0057]. 

Therefore, it should have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Chang by having the external device 
comprising a wireless phone disclosed by Kikugawa in order to expand the 
functionality of Chang's system by using a plurality of different equipment 
including a mobile telephone, thereby communicating photos over different 
mediums. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Matsufune (US 2004/01 791 02) - Content Transmission Apparatus 

• Dara-Abrams et al. (US 6,456,892) - Data Driven Interaction For 
Networked Control Over a Home Entertainment Network 

• Bell (US 4,827,347) - Electronic Camera With Proofing Feature 

• Hayashi (US 2004/0012693) - Digital Camera Capable of Communication 
with External Devices 

• Prabhu et al. (US 7,019,778) - Customizing a Digital Camera 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AN Mohammed whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1254. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571 ) 272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (INLUSA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Ali Mohammed 
September 28, 2006 




